< Gurth

April 24, 1941
Dear Lucs~-

It was a great pleasure to hear your volce, which certainly does add a great
ieal to the intimacy of coomunication.

To help put it down on the record here, I will reacpitulate some of your questions
while answering theg.

l. Yes the Interist check did arrive about two weeks after I had raised the issue;
I should have confirmed this sooner. If the mechanism you suggest for expenses is
convenient for you, it's fine for me. I was pleasei that you have reestablished so
coriial s relationship with Schering., At lsast as long as you are continuing with
the 'fluorination' project, I will be very happy to conftinue on our present basis;
sut T would like it better if I could be more helpful, which may be the case when
you get over the present riiiculous difficulties, what about other fluorinating
agents, like the sulfur fluorides? Since dimethoxyphdyl penicillin is now beginning
to turn up some resistant mutants, I would out particplar emphasis on conjuzates
with penicillanic acid. (These dondt necessarily have to be fluorinatell -- what
about a screen on "yeast extract penicillinst)

% 2. As to travel plans, we are now planning to stay home this surmer, parti-
cularly as the Kleins will be here for a 3 month visit, and there would Le little
point in leaving them behinds I have gradually succeeded in cutting down travel
commitments, and may eventually have recoverei enough to make a fresh approach.
Certainly we would want very muchf to see you, and if any oceasion comes up will
nake a serious effort. (There is a remote possibility of urgent reasons to go briefly
to Moscow during the Blochemistry Congress, but this is about as doubtful as sthe
recent COSPAR was.) I was ‘on short notice! for Cospar, but when Ierussalimski wrote
that he was pol coming, that made it pretty obvious there was no point. I think I
will have to say no for Naples in July. (Just as an academic point, would we have
had to go by MATS? -~ wouldn't Interist take care of a trip via Milan?)

3« I will be happy to get the research reports vou iniicated, viz. on DAP
activation. Congratulations.

¥y course in medical genetics has finally come up, but I am enjoying it, except
Tor having over 200 students and auditors (mostly a captive audience). I would have
much less confidence in it if 1t weren't for your coursel! Ani I am using Stern's
book fairly faithfully as a text, which is better for the students than my own iisorganized
type of presentation, I don't want fam to press you to leave your work, as I think
the distraction is basically detrimental to you, but you should know that we would wel-
come sou here again to help in such teaching-~- like the course you gave =-- esseentially
at your own convenience, and leave it to us to organize the pretexts for it.

% Good friends of ours, Elliott Levinthal and his wife, are leaving for a
Buropean trip in a few days, ani it is not altogether unlikely that you might hear
from them during the next month. He is a physicist an. enpgineer, working with ne
on the exobiology project. Zhey are very nice peonle, and we have many mutual friends,
and I an sure you woull Le ver: nleasel to mow them too il chance allxowg; At any
rate they have your addresses ani telephone, As ever, zni to A%>a;gﬁgfifﬁ§*gnildr,n.
&



